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The idea to create The International Composers’ 
Course in Palendriai, Lithuania was born in 2014, 
not long after I have finished my studies at the Roy-
al Academy of Music in London. The collaborative work 
with the composer tete-a-tete was a crucial part of my study 
programme which was so well presented and directed by Prof. 
Owen Murray, the Head of Classical Accordion department. He 
has studied with the Danish accordionist Mogens Ellegaard, the re-
nowned pioneer of modern accordion sound and repertoire. The un-
derstanding of importance to initiate the original new works for accordion 
led me to create this course, which since last year has also become a festival 
nourishing the new sounds of nowadays, provoking the discussion between the 
performer and composer, connecting the three: composer+performer+audience.

The International Composers’ Course Palendriai 2015 gathered contemporary music 
lovers, enthusiasts and most importantly young composers and accordionists from New 
Zealand, Spain, Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom, Serbia, Poland, Latvia and Lithuania to 
a unique place - The St. Benedict’s Monastery in Palendriai. The main objective of the course is 
writing new works for the accordion solo and accordion in chamber ensemble. The most import-
ant part of this course is the collaborative process between the young composers and accordionists, 
allowing the joy of experiment and materialising in new exciting compositions for the accordion.

The Course in 2015 was led by two inspiring personalities: Alasdair Nicolson – a composer, pianist, conductor 
and artistic director of St. Magnus festival in Orkney Islands (UK), and Rūta Vitkauskaitė – a composer, violinist  
and cultural events curator. Not only did this intriguing duo supervise and inspire the young composers, but also 
provided valuable practical and creative tasks and proposals which both enriched the experience of young artists and 
encouraged them to continue writing music for the accordion in future. The Course lasted for 8 days and rounded off 
with an extensive 2,5 hour long concert consisting of only the music created during the course.

The professional live recording of this concert is included to this book as well as of course all the material that has been 
composed at the International Composers’ Course Palendriai 2015.

Perhaps not all the pieces published in this issue will become a part of modern accordion repertoire and this is not what 
we aim with it. The idea of this book is to encourage the continuation of creative process and the study of undiscovered 
sounds and techniques of accordion. 

At the International Composers’ Course in Palendriai the hesitation of the unknown transforms into excitement of the 
discovery. 

The Artistic Director of Palendriai International Composers’ Course
Martynas Levickis
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Tom 
Green

United 
Kingdom

Tom Green – a composer and electric guitarist at Southampton University, currently based 
in London. His background in rock and funk combined with contemporary classical training 

creates an unusual aesthetic. His concert commissions include works for the Vale of Glamorgan 
festival, Aditi Singers, The Ligeti Quartet, Francoise-Green Piano Duo, Clean Film, WolfPack and the 

Mavron Quartet. He has written and directed music for two productions at the National Theatre, in-
cluding the widely acclaimed ‘Home’. Tom is currently working on a chamber opera with Carol Ann Duffy.
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Sofia Garcia 
Aleman

Sofia Garcia Aleman – a composer and accordionist, currently based in Las Palmas de 
Gran Canaria, Canary Islands. Sofia is studying composition at the Music Conservatory of 

Canary Islands. She has also had an opportunity to study at the Estonian Academy of Music 
and Theatre as part of the Erasmus student exchange program in 2015. Sofia’s works have been 

performed in the Pérez Galdós theatre and Alfredo Kraus auditorium for three years in a row, and 
her recent piece for orchestra was performed at the Methodist Church in Estonia. 

Spain
(canary islands )
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Ȯ ™™ Œ Ó Ó ∑

œJ ‰ Œ Ó Ó Ó ∑

Fu er z a I nter ior
Fo r  F l u te ,  Cla r i n et  i n  B b,  A cco rd i o n  a n d  s r i n g  q ua r tet 

Sof ia  Garc ia  Aleman

°

¢

°

¢

{

p mf

7

mf mp

o p

o p

o p

o p

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

™̧ ™̧

? ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑

œj œ œJ
˙

œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ
Œ

œ ˙ ™
Œ

œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ

˙
˙ Ó Ó œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ

∑ æææw æææœ œ æææ̇

∑ æææw æææœ œb æææ̇

∑
æææ
w

æææ
œ œb

æææ̇

∑ æææw æææœ œ#
æææ̇

2

1716



°

¢

°

¢

{

12

mf

p

pp

pp

pp

pp

&

& ∑

&

™̧™

? ∑

&

&

B

?

˙ ˙ œ œ ˙
Œ Ó

œ œ œ œ œ
J
œ

‰
˙ œ œ œ ™ œ œ œ

Ó ‰
œ#
J
œ# œ ˙

Œ Œ ‰
œ#
J
œ# œ œ œ œ œ ˙

‰ œ#J œ# œ

œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ
œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ

wwww www
w ˙̇̇̇

˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇ ˙̇̇̇

æææ̇™ Œ w w ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

æææ̇™ Œ
w w ˙

˙
˙ ˙

æææ̇
™ Œ w w ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

æææ̇™ Œ w
w ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙

3

°

¢

°

¢

{

mp mf

17

mp mf

f

mf

mf

mf

mf

&
mp

&

mp

&
™̧ ™™™

?

mp

&
mf

&
mf

B
mf

?
mp

œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ™
Œ w œ Œ ˙

˙ œ# œ œ œ
Œ

œ œ œ œ# ˙ ™
Œ w# œ Œ ˙#

œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ

œœœœ œœœœ
œœœ œœœ

œ œœœ œœ
œ ˙

˙
˙
˙ ‰

œœJ
œ œ œ œ œœ œœ Ó Ó œ œ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙

Ó ∑
œ œ œ

Ó

œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
Ó ∑ Œ œ œ œJ

œ ‰

œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ Ó ∑ Ó ‰ œJ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ w œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

4

1918



°

¢

°

¢

{

pp o

leggiero

p

rit. q = 140A22

pp o

p

leggiero
rit. 

q = 140A

pp o

leggiero

p

pp o

leggiero

p

pp o

leggiero

pp o

leggiero

& ∑ . .

& ∑ ∑

&
Ÿ~~~~~~~~~ Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~ Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~

™̧ ™™ ™̧
Ÿ~~~~~~~~~~~~

∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑

U

&
pizz.

&
pizz.

B ∑ ∑

?

mf

∑ ∑

w w œ Œ Ó Ó œ œ Œ

w<#> w œ
Œ Ó

œ ™
‰ œ ™ ‰

œ ™
‰
œ œ œ œ œœ œœ

Œ
˙

œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ Ó ‰
œœJ
œ œ œ œ œœ œœ

Ó æææ̇ æææœ œ#
æææ̇ æææœ Œ Ó œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ

Ó æææ̇ æææœ œ
æææ̇ æææœ Œ Ó œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ

œ Œ æææ̇ æææœ œ æææ̇ æææœ Œ Ó

œj œ œj æææ̇ æææœ œ# æææ̇ æææœ Œ Ó

5

°

¢

°

¢

{

mp mp mf

27

p mp mp mf mp mf

mf

p mp mp mf mp mf

mp

&
. . . . . . . ∑ . . . . . . . . . . . .

& . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑
S.B.

& ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑

B
pizz.

? ∑

œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œJ ‰ Œ Ó Œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ Ó Œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑ œ œ Œ œ œ# Œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ Œ œ œ# Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ# Œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ Œ

w w w w w

œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œj ‰ Œ Ó œ œ œ œ Œ Œ Œ Œ Ó Œ œ œ Œ œ œ

œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œJ ‰ Œ Ó
œ œ

Œ
œ œ

Œ

∑ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ Œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ

ww
˙̇ ˙̇ ˙̇ ˙̇

˙̇ ™™ œ ˙̇ ˙

6

2120



°

¢

°

¢

{

mp mp mf

33

mp

espress.

mf mp

mp mf mp mp mf

mp

mp mf mp

& . .
. . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

&
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

&

™̧ ™™™ vibrato non vibrato vib non vib vib vib

?

&

&

B ∑

?
pizz arco pizz

Œ œ œ Œ Œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ Ó Œ œ œ Œ œ œ Ó œ œ Œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ Œ œ œ# Œ œ œ Œ œ œ# Œ œ œ Œ œ# œ Œ Ó œ# œ œ œ# Ó œ# œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ

w ˙ ˙ w ˙ ˙ w w

w w w w w w

œ œ œ œ Ó Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Ó Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ Œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ

œ œ
Œ

œ œ
Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ Ó Œ œ œ œ œ
Œ

œ œ
Œ œ œ

Œ
œ œ

Œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ Ó œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ Ó

œ œ# œn œ# œn œ œ# œn œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œn œ#

7

°

¢

°

¢

{

mp mp mf mp mf

39

mp mf mp mf mp mf

mf

mf

mp mp mf

mp mf

&
. . . . . . . . . .

. . . .
. . . .

&
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

&
vib non vib vib non vib

?

&
pizz arco

&
pizz arco

B
pizz arco

?
arco pizz arco

Œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ# Œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ# Œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ œ
œ# œ

w ˙ ˙ w ˙ ˙ w

w w w w
˙̇̇̇ ™™™™ œœœ

œ œ œ œ Ó Œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ Ó œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ
œ œ œ œ

Œ

œ œ
Œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ

Œ Œ Œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ

Ó œ œ œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ œ Ó œ œ œ œ Ó œ Œ Ó

œ œ# œn œ# œn œ# œ œ œ
œ# œn œ# ˙̇ ˙ ww

8

2322



°

¢

°

¢

{

mf f mf f

44

mf f mf f

f f
ffff

mf f mf mf f mf f

mf f mf

f

f mf f mf f

mf f mf f mf f mf f

mf f

&

> > > >

&
> > > >

&

™̧ ™™™

? ∑ ∑

&
> > > >

&
> >

>
>

B > > >
>

? ∑ «
> >

> «> «>

œ
Œ Ó

œ œ œ œ
Œ Œ Œ Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
Œ Ó œ œ œ œ# Œ Œ Œ Œ œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ œ

œ œ œb œœœœœœ œn œœœœœ œ œœ
œœ
n

Œ Ó
œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœœœœœœœœ œœ

Œ Ó

œœœœ Œ Œ ‰ œœœJ
œœœ Œ Œ œœœ
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Simas
Sapiega
Lithuania

Simas Sapiega – a composer currently based in Vilnius, Lithuania. Simas is currently 
in his last year of BA Composition course at the Lithuanian Academy of Music and 

Theatre. His music is influenced by his previous studies of philosophy and ancient music in 
France and Israel. 
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H er ba
f o r  Cla r i n et  i n  A  a n d  A cco rd i o n

“Herba” is a musical composition for Clarinet in A and Accordion.

“Herba” from Latin means grass or a plant. This name is allusion to the rituals of the pagans who lived in the territories 
of Lithuania and used a great variety of herbs and plants. This creation is like a small story about Christianity appearing 
in the pagan countries, fighting battles for religions and finally the domination of one of them. Every instrument has its 
own symbolical meaning. The performed part of the clarinet is inspired by Gregorian chant Introit in The Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary feast. The theme is being changed and modified till its difficult recognition, but finally it becomes 
similar by its nature to the theme part performed by the accordion. 

The accordion symbolizes paganism thus all musical stuff is arranged in the Lithuanian folk ritualistic mode.

Performance notes

The composition is divided into separate parts: Clarinet in A and Accordion. Tuning to each other is carried by sections in 
the following way: the accordionist starts playing (section A). The clarinetist joins at his own discretion. Both the accor-
dionist and the clarinetist play given variants of the motif at their discretion (Section A: a & b). Section A is played till the 
clarinetist comes next to the presbytery (see the layout of the given instruments).

After the clarinetist comes into the presbytery, he stands in the middle of it and starts playing section B. When the accor-
dionist hears section B performed by the clarinetist (motif c), he makes diminuendo till the absolute gradual lapsing into 
silence. The clarinetist finishes his part alone.

The accordionist starts playing section C. The clarinetist joins at his own discretion. The accordionist repeats given musical 
stuff of the section C with the variety of tempo fluctuating for about 2 minutes. The clarinetist repeats given variants of 
the theme in the section C at his own discretion (d, e, f, g, h).

In 2 min. the accordionist starts playing section D for about 20 seconds.  Until that time the clarinetist has to finish playing 
all the variants of the theme. After hearing played section D by the accordionist, he performs repeated theme h variant 
smorzando.

After entire stopping of the accordion, the clarinet starts playing section E.

altar

fence

end (section B&C)

beginning (section A)

Accord.

possible
moves

pe
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people
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Simon 
Eastwood

Simon Eastwood – a composer currently based in London, UK. Simon gained a BMus 
from the New Zealand School of Music in Wellington with the first class honours in 2008 

with majors in both Composition and Double Bass. He was a late bloomer in both areas; only 
having his first formal composition lessons when he arrived at the university, and having his first 

lessons in classical double bass only three months before auditioning. Despite this late start, his 
years at the NZSM were encouraging and he went on to win a number of awards. In 2010, Simon trav-

elled to London to study towards a Masters degree at the Royal Academy of Music which he completed 
with distinction in 2012. Simon cites a wide range of influences on his works from Popular Culture to the 

European Modernism, and also draws upon music from a variety of cultures around the Pacific Rim.  He has 
had compositions performed by Franck Ollu, CHROMA, Christopher Redgate, and The BBC Singers, in addition 

to having a new piece premièred in the Spitalfields Music Winter Festival. In 2009, Simon’s work ‘The Spindle of 
Necessity’ was chosen to represent New Zealand at the Asian Composer’s League Festival in Korea.

New 
Zealand
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˙̇<b> ˙ Œ ‰™ œR œ œœ œœœ œœœ œœœœb œœœœ œœœœ œœœœœb ™™™™™ œœœœœb ™™™™™ œœœœœ œœœœœ œœœœœ œœœœœ œœœœœ œœœœœ

œn œœn œœœ œœœ œœœœ# œœœœ œœœœ œœ œœn œœ œœœb œœ œœ œœ œœ œœœb ™™™ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ
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æææw æææœ œb æææœb

Œ ≈ æææ
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œ

Ó
˙
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> > >- - - - - - - - - -

6 5

&

ff

sul pont.
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Steinar  
Yggeseth

Steinar Yggeseth – a composer currently based in Fagerstrand, Norway. Steinar com-
pleted his Bachelor and Master studies in composition at the Norwegian Academy of Mu-

sic. His studies included seminars and lessons with acclaimed composers like Lasse Thoresen, 
Ivar Frounberg, Maja Ratkje, Pelle Gudmundsen-Homgren, Kjartan Ólafsson, Chaya Czernowin, 

Per N�rgard, Georg Friedrich Haas, Luca Francesconi, Christian Wolff, Rolands Kronlaks. Steinar 
has worked with many workshops, written music for concerts with Esbjerg Ensemble, Trondheim 

Symphony Orchestra, Norwegian Wind Ensemble, Norwegian Radio Orchestra and many more. He be-
came a Board member of the New Music Composers Group (part of Ny Musikk/Norwegian section of ISCM) 

In 2012 where he is organising concerts, workshops and work commissions for young Norwegian composers.

Norway
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Kristofer
Svensson

Sweden
Kristofer Svensson – a composer currently based in Japan. In 2013 Kristofer com-

pleted his BA in Composition at the Royal College of Music in Stockholm, where 
he also studied the shakuhachi with Gunnar Jinmei Linder. He has studied Javanese 

classical music in Bandung (Indonesia, 2013-2014) and the guqin in Hong Kong with Yung 
Hak-chi in 2014-2015. Most of his compositions are in Just Intonation and often for unusual 

instrumental settings. Kristofer enjoys working with antique Western instruments such as the 
clavichord, baroque instruments and the fortepiano, as well as various Asian instruments. He has 

written music for the sheng, guqin, gamelan and kecapi. In the score for the documentary ‘GRADE 
9’ by Jiang Negjie, he wrote a number of duos for the clavichord and guqin. Krisfor’s music has been 

performed by Musica Vitae string orchestra, Hong Kong New Music Ensemble, Stockholm Wind Ensemble 
and the piano duo Mats Persson and Kristine Scholtz amongst others. This summer his music will be performed 

at the KALV festival and Bang-on-a-Can Summer Music Festival. This fall he will start his Master’s studies in com-
position with Mamoru Fujieda in Kyushu, Japan.
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The live recordings of the pieces published 
in this book are available online via 

www.palendriaimusic.com/course-2015/

For separate parts please contact via:
info@accoakademija.lt
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